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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in this 
application. 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method comprising 

making at least one digital facility available from a source to clients via an 
electronic communication medium^; 

associating with at least one of the clien ts a preference infonnation that reflects 
one or more preferences of the client: 

associating with at least one of the cUents an access permission that enables the 
client to access at least one of the digital fecilities^; 



associating with at least one of the clients a grant permission that enables the 
cUcnt to give to another client a user permission with respect to at least one of the digital 
facilitjesraa^I 

creating a client profile for at least one eeeh of the clientsi based on the preference 
information and the permission information associate d with the client: and 

managinj> relationships between clients via the electronic communication medium 
with respect to the digital facility based on the profiles of the clients. 

e aeh of said cliont profiles including pcrmisGion information with resp e ct to th e 
e orr e sponding olient, whoroin the client s comprioo companioG and individuals who ore 
associat e d with r e sp e ctjvo oompaniog, ond the usor pormisGion is charaotorizod as, in th e 



3 

PAGE 7/26 * RCVO AT 1 2/1612003 7:24:49 PM (Eastern Standard Time] * SVPJSPTOff XRF-2/1 * DNIS:7468000 * CSID:650 m 4800 * DURATION (nim-ss):07-02 




DEC. 16. 2003 4:26PM BINGHAM McCUTCBEN LL?' NO. 5980 P. 8 

* Patent 

Appl. No,: 09/478,112 , 4 muj^ 

Amdt. dated: December 16, 2003 Attorney Docket; ^^^'^^^^ 

Reply to Office action of June 17, 2003 7008122001 

Gftse-ef ^ onip any, a company pcimiGGion that applioa to individualo O GSOciatod with th e 
c ompany ^ iJ, in t hn r f^n n n f individual, an individual pGimiooion th nt np r l ift e 
individual!)' to tho ia^dividno l 

2. (Previously Amended) The method of claim 1 in which die user permission tliat is 
granted to another client comprises a perform permission. 

3. (Previously Amended) The method of claim 1 in which the user permission that is 
granted to another client comprises a grant permission. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 in which the digital facility comprises data. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1 in which the digital facility comprises a service. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 in which the source comprises a web server. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1 in which tlie chents comprise individuals using 
web browsers. 

8 . (Ori ginal) The method of claim 1 in which the clients are employees of companies. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1 in which the electronic communication medium 
comprises the internet. 

10. (Previously Amended) The method of claim 1 in which the client can give another client 
both perform permission and grant permission. 
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1 1 . (Previously Amended) The method of claim 1 in which the digital facility comprises an 
application program, and the appUcaHon defines permissions grantable to clients. 

12. (Canceled). 

1 3 . (Previously Amended) The method of claim 1 in which the user permission comprises an 



1 4. (Previously Amended) The method of claim 1 3 in which the aggregate permissions of the 



permission include fundamental permissions that have arguments of a common type. 



15. (Previously Amended) The method of claim 13 in which the user permission with respect 
to at least one of the digital facilities is determined by a combination of an individual permission 
and a company permission. 

1 6. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium storing a software program that is 



making mske at least one digital facility available from a source to clients via an 
electronic communication medium7; 

associating with at least one of the clients a preference informat ion that reflects 
one or more preferences of the client: 

associating assooiot e with at least one of the clients an access permission that 
enables the client to access at least one of the digital faciliticsji 



aggregate of permissions. 




capable of configuring a machine to perform a process com prising: 
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associating assooiat e with at least one of the clients a grant pennission that 
enables the client to give to another client a user permission witli respect to.at least one of 

the digital facilitiesr^i 

creating ^=eate a client profile for each of the clients, based on the preference 
information and the permission informatio n associated with the client: and 

managing relationships between clients via the electro nic communication medium 
with respect to the digital facility based on the profiles o f the clients. 

oach of ooid chont profiloo inoluding pormiooion information with rospect to th e 
ee rrosponding ohont, the olicnts oompriso companies and individuals who oro asGOciatod 
wth rospootivo compcmioQ, and the ucor pormisoion Id choract o riz o d as, in tho oas e of a 
company, a company pormission that applioo to individualo aflfsooiat e d svith tho oompany 
and, in the coso of an individual, an individual permission that opplios individually to th e 
individual, 

17. (Currently Amended) An apparatus Apparatua comprising: 

means for making at least one digital facihty available from a source to users via 
an electronic communication mediumvi 

means for associating with at least one of the users a preference information that 
reflects one or more preferences of the user: 

means for associating with at least one of the users an access permission that 
enables the user to access at least one of the digital facilities?; 

means for associating with at least one of the users a grant permission that enables 
the user to give to another user a permission with respect at least one of the digital 
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facilities, the access permission or the grant permission with respect to at least one of the 
digital facilities is determined by a combination of an individual permission and a 

company permissionr£«^i 

means for creating a user profile for each of the users, based on the preference 
information and the permission information ass ociated with the user; and 

means for managing relationsh ips between users via the electronic 
communication medium with respect to the digital fa cility based on the profiles of the 
oscrs. 

e aoh of said uaor profil e s including permiGQion information v > ith roopoct to th e 
corroDponding uaer, e ach of said user profiles including pormisi^ion infomiation with 
fe sp e ct to the corr e sponding uflor: 

(Currently Amended) An apparatus Apparatus comprising; 
a source of digital facilitiesji 

an electronic communication medium coupled between the source and users to 
make at least one of the digital facilities available to the usersy^ and 

storage means containing user profiles for each of the users, said user profile of 
each user including comprising: 

preference information reflecting one or more prefere nces of the user with 
respect to at least one of the digital facilities: 

access infonnation regarding the power of the user to access at least one of 
the digital facilities; and 
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grant information regarding the power of the user to grant a permission to 
another user with respect to at least one of the digital facilities, the grant 
permission with respect to at least one of the digital facilities determined by a 
combination of an individual permission and a company permission. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 

making business information of a portal-providing company available lo 
individuals using a web server and web browsers^; 

associating with at least one of the individuals a preference infoimation that 
reflects one or more preferences of the client with respect to t he business information; 

associating with at least one of the individuals an access permission that enables 
the individual to access the business information?; 

associating with at least one of the individuals a grant permission that enables the 
individual to give to another individual a permission with respect to the business 
informationvi 

oroating a uoer profil o for each of tho individuals, oach of aaid user profiloo 
including pormission information \vithroopoot to th e corrogponding individual, 

authorising at least one a first individual to create an individual profile for another 
a second individual, based on the preference information, access permission information, 
and grant permission information associated with the second individual ri and 

automaticallv allowinj^ the first individual to manage one or more relationships of 
the second individual with other individuals, via the electronic communication medium 
with respect to the digital facilitv, with the individual profile of the second individual. 
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uu to maticaU)^ maldns on individual who croatos an individiial profile for onothor 
indi^ridual a manaecr of tho profilo ofWya Qtlior individn nl 

(Currently Amended) A method comprising: 
providing a web site^i 

using the web site, interacting with web browsers of usersTi 

in response to a request from a user to the web site, detennining if the user has 
permission to have the request served in accordance with permission infomiation 
contained in a user profile of the user^i 

enabling, in accordance with permission information contained in a granting 
user's user profile, one of the users to grant to another of the users selectively either only 
a permission to have a particular type of request served, only a permission to grant other 
users the ability to grant permissions, or bothTi 

authorizing at least one user to create a user profile for another user, the user 
profile including permission information and preference info rmation for the user: and 

automatically making a fi individu ^ ttie user who creates a ttie user profile for 
aaeflieF the other user a relationship manager of the other user with ef the profile of the 
other user. 

(Currently Amended) A method comprising: 

maintaining a database of information that associates each user of a digital facility 
available firom a source with preference information that define preferences of the user 
with respect to the digital facility, and permissions that defme the rights of the user to 
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access the digital facility or to grant to other users the rights with respect to the dtgital 
facility, or bothTi 

determining the permissions by a combination of an individual permission and a 

company permissionT; 

creating user profiles for each of the users in the database, each user profile 
containing the preference, access and grant permission information of the conresponding 
userj-aad; 

defining relationships between users based on the u ser profiles; and 
enabUng a user who ha¥e has the permission to do so, to manage relationships 



altorthopormiooions associated with the user bv altering th e profile for the user. 

22. (Canceled). 

23. (Original) The method of claim 21 in which the permission information is stored as 
user profiles in the database. 

24. (Original) The method of claim 21 in which the permissions comprise cascading 
permissions. 

25 . (Original) The method of claim 2 1 in which the users belong to entities and the 
database also stores infoimation about permissions that define rights of all of the users who 
belong to a given one of the entities. 

26. (Original) The method of claim 21 in which the database also stores information 
about aggi egatc permissions that comprise predefined sets of individual permissions. 
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27. (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 

making at least one digital facility available from a source to users via an 
electronic communication mediumji 

maintaining a database of user profiles that define preferences of users and 



com panies with respect to the digital facility and permissions of users and companies to 



access the digital facilityji 

authorizing at least one user to create user profiles for other usersrftHdi 
defining relatio nshi ps between users based on the user profi les: and 
automatically making a user who creates a user profile for another user or for a 

company a relationship manager of the profil e of the other user or the company. 
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